
Film Promotion - Design Rationale – Grease 1978 

 

Mood board and ideas 

Below is the link to my whimsical mood board and ideas. 

https://whimsical.com/film-promotion-site-Gc638JELYppd6qKBrajkuF  

 

The Design 

Since the film was based in the late 1950’s, I thought that it would be suitable to strive 

towards creating a design that was inspired by a “retro” looking aesthetic. I started by 

putting together a mood board of images from the film, as well as vintage items from this 

period such as jukeboxes, pin up doll posters and vintage cars. This helped to get me 

inspired and start developing ideas for the website.  

Once I had decided on a colour scheme and fonts, I made a wireframe for my homepage 

and got to work. Once I had established a style on the homepage, I found it easy to create 

some layout ideas on a sheet of paper for the additional pages and experiment in the 

browser. 

 

Layout 

The layout for the whole site was influenced by 50’s / 60’s magazine and poster layouts. 

Two examples can be seen in the mood board. I thought that a print inspired layout would 

be suitable for the type of film that is being advertised due to its time period. A sleek and 

modern looking site with lots of high-quality banner images, for example, would not fit in 

with the time-period in which the film was set. I think it would have been difficult to achieve 

the desired aesthetic if I used this approach. The opening image of the car dashboard is 

meant to give the user an illusion of sitting on front of a cinema screen. I thought it would 

be important to make the screening details available to the user immediately upon arriving 

on the site. 

 

Colours 

Grease is a fun and colourful film, so I decided to use bright, contrasting colours 

throughout the site.  It is a classic in many English-speaking countries and many people 

are familiar with the film and its songs. I therefore didn’t want to stray too much from the 

colours that can be seen in the film’s original poster and in the film logo. I wanted to 

maintain the familiarity of the users with the film. (Especially since I have made reference 

to some of the film’s songs in the content.) I created a few colour palettes from the images 

in my mood board. I used a mixture of these colours to make a final colour palette. The 

original palettes had poor contrast for readability when I tried to make them work together 

with my fonts. 

https://whimsical.com/film-promotion-site-Gc638JELYppd6qKBrajkuF


Fonts 

I originally wanted to use a large and chunky font that is similar to the font used in the film 

logo for the headings. I spent some time on Goggle fonts looking for fonts that had a “retro” 

feel to them and compiled them in a list. I has chosen Kavoon, but unfortunately it wasn’t a 

great font for readability, so I decided to use Righteous instead. I think Righteous is a good 

balance between the reto, bold font I was looking for and a font that is easily readable. I 

would like to have used a serif font for the body to match the magazine inspired layout but 

changed my mind due to readability issues. The sans serif font that I chose looked better 

underneath the heading font. 

 

 

 

 

 


